

Toft Methodist Chapel Closes After 163 Years
On a warm summer’s day in July 2025, the people of Toft gathered for a service unlike any other—a final farewell to Toft Methodist Chapel, which, after 163 years at the heart of village life, closed its doors for services for the last time on July 27th, 2025.
The chapel was filled with around 130 worshippers, a congregation drawn from near and far. Former members returned to say goodbye, many travelling long distances, and local residents came to pay their respects to a place that has stood as a spiritual home for generations. Clergy from both Methodist and Anglican traditions joined the service, alongside the congregation of St Andrew’s Church, with whom the chapel shared a cherished Local Ecumenical Partnership for over two decades.
For many, the most poignant words in the service came from Chapel Steward Diana Tebbit. She told the story of the chapel’s founding in 1862 by John Tebbit, an ancestor of her late husband, Cliff. Six generations of his family served the chapel faithfully, witnessing its growth as the building was extended twice to welcome its thriving congregation. “It was a place people loved to come to,” she reflected.
Ann Mitchell, the dedicated Anglican Churchwarden, and Steve Acklam, Senior Methodist Steward and Circuit Steward worshipping at the Chapel for over 20 years, gave heartfelt testimonies. There were familiar readings too—Psalm 23 read by Pat Morton, and a passage on Christ’s burial from Steve. 
This was no sombre occasion—it was a service of gratitude and hope. Reverend Charity Tozivep-Nzegwu, the Chapel’s Minister, led worship with warmth and grace, and her sermon reminded all present that endings can also be beginnings. 
Prayers of Thanksgiving came from voices that had shaped the Chapel’s life over the years: Chapel Stewards Di Tebbit and Pat Morton, long-serving lay preacher Cathy Michell, who has devoted more than 25 years to ministry, Elizabeth Dolman and The Reverend Robert Dolman, a retired Chapel Minister, and Charity, the current Chapel Minister, shared in this historic moment.
The Peace was lead by The Reverend Barnabus Leeke, the St. Andrews curate.
Then came a moment heavy with symbolism: the Handing Back of the Keys. A large key, representing all the chapel keys and all that the chapel had held safe for more than a century and a half, was placed in the hands of Circuit Steward Ross McEwan. Words were spoken, prayers offered, and blessings shared.
The hymns—played with great skill by Janet Tanburn, leader of Toft Village Choir—soared with energy. Voices rose high, almost lifting the roof one last time, as the congregation sang together in faith and farewell.
Afterwards, stories were shared over refreshments in a marquee behind the Chapel, thanks to the efforts of Carol Wilmott and her team. Displays of old Chapel photographs and documents in the New Room invited visitors to step back through the decades, while a collection in aid of Action for Children—a cause long supported by the Chapel—raised over £400. Further events in August, including open days to view the exhibition and a table-top sale of Chapel items, brought in an additional £360 for charity, proving that even in its closing chapter, the chapel continued to serve others.
On August 31st, the final act of this long story took place at St Andrew's Church, in Toft, where a Lordsbridge Team Service marked the end of the Local Ecumenical Partnership and welcomed the remaining Methodists into the Anglican congregation. It was a gesture that spoke of unity and continuity—because whilst buildings may close, faith and fellowship endure.
For 163 years, Toft Methodist Chapel stood in Toft High Street as a beacon of worship, friendship, and service. Its walls have heard countless hymns, prayers, and sermons; its seats have held generations of villagers through life’s joys and sorrows. Now, as its doors close, its legacy lives on in the hearts of all who called it home.
